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PORTFOLIO OVERVIEW 

The Prime Minister and Cabinet portfolio agencies produce a range of outputs needed 
for well-coordinated, efficient and accountable public administration supported by a 
values-based Australian Public Service. 

The portfolio comprises fourteen agencies, including one Commonwealth Authorities and 
Companies Act 1997 (CAC Act) company and one statutory and prescribed agency, as 
follows: 

• Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 

• National Australia Day Council (CAC Act) 

• Australian Institute of Family Studies 

• Australian National Audit Office 

• Australian Public Service Commission 

• National Archives of Australia 

• Office of the Commonwealth Ombudsman 

• Office of the Inspector-General of Intelligence and Security 

• Office of National Assessments 

• Office of the Official Secretary to the Governor-General 

• Office of the Privacy Commissioner 

• Old Parliament House 

• Department of Climate Change 

• Office of the Renewable Energy Regulator (statutory and prescribed agency 
operating under the Renewable Energy (Electricity) Act 2000). 

Figure 1 on page 5 shows the overall structure of the portfolio. 

Effective from 1 July 2008, Old Parliament House commenced operation as an 
executive agency under the Public Service Act 1999. There have been no other changes 
to the functions of the portfolio since the 2008–09 Budget. 

For budget purposes, separate documents are prepared for the Department of Climate 
Change and its related agency, the Office of the Renewable Energy Regulator. Further 
information can be obtained in the Department of Climate Change Portfolio Additional 
Estimates Statements 2008–09 (PAES). 
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The agencies reporting in this PAES are: 

• Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 

• National Australia Day Council 

• Australian National Audit Office 

• Australian Public Service Commission 

• Office of the Commonwealth Ombudsman 

• Office of National Assessments 

• Old Parliament House. 

The National Australia Day Council is a CAC Act body within the portfolio. While 
most CAC Act entities do not prepare PB Statements or PAES, the council’s status as a 
general government sector entity has led to a decision that it should do so. Because the 
council is impacted by the 2008–09 Additional Estimates, it is included as an agency in 
this PAES. 
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Figure 1: Prime Minister and Cabinet portfolio structure and outcomes 

Prime Minister — The Hon Kevin Rudd MP 
Cabinet Secretary — Senator the Hon John Faulkner 

Minister for Climate Change and Water — Senator the Hon Penny Wong 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister — The Hon Anthony Byrne MP 

Parliamentary Secretary for Early Childhood Education and Childcare — The Hon Maxine McKew MP 
Parliamentary Secretary Assisting the Prime Minister for Social Inclusion — Senator the Hon Ursula Stephens 

 

 Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 
Secretary: Mr Terry Moran AO 
Outcome: Sound and well coordinated government 
policies, programs and decision making processes. 

  
 National Australia Day Council 

Chief Executive Officer: Mr Warren Pearson 
Outcome: A cultural environment that enriches the 
lives of all Australians. 

  
 Australian Institute of Family Studies 

Director: Professor Alan Hayes 
Outcome: Inform governments, policy makers and 
other stakeholders on factors influencing how families 
function. 

  
 Australian National Audit Office 

Auditor-General: Mr Ian McPhee PSM 
Outcome 1: Independent assessment of the 
performance of selected Commonwealth public sector 
activities including the scope for improving efficiency 
and administrative effectiveness. 
Outcome 2: Independent assurance of Commonwealth 
public sector financial reporting, administration, control 
and accountability. 

  
 Australian Public Service Commission 

Commissioner: Ms Lynelle Briggs 
Outcome: A confident, high quality, values-based and 
sustainable Australian Public Service. 

  
 National Archives of Australia 

Director-General: Mr Ross Gibbs PSM 
Outcome 1: Commonwealth institutions have access to 
recordkeeping products and services that enable them 
to account for their actions and decisions through full, 
authentic and reliable records. 
Outcome 2: Australians have access to a national 
archival collection that assists them to understand their 
heritage and democracy. 

  
 Office of the Commonwealth Ombudsman 

Ombudsman: Professor John McMillan 
Outcome: Administrative action by Australian 
Government agencies is fair and accountable. 

  
 Office of the Inspector-General of Intelligence and 

Security 
Inspector-General: Mr Ian Carnell 
Outcome: Assurance that Australia’s intelligence 
agencies act legally, ethically and with propriety. 

 Office of National Assessments 
Director-General: Mr Peter Varghese 
Outcome1: Enhanced government awareness of 
international political and leadership developments, 
international strategic developments, including military 
capabilities and international economic developments. 
Outcome 2: Enhanced intelligence support for Defence 
planning and deployments, in peacetime and conflict, 
to maximise prospects for military success and to 
minimise loss of Australian lives. 

  
 Office of the Official Secretary to the 

Governor-General 
Official Secretary: Mr Stephen Brady 
Outcome: The Governor-General is enabled to perform 
the constitutional, statutory, ceremonial and public 
duties associated with the appointment. 

  
 Office of the Privacy Commissioner 

Privacy Commissioner and CEO: Ms Karen Curtis 
Outcome: An Australian culture in which privacy is 
respected, promoted and protected. 

  
 Old Parliament House 

Director: Ms Jenny Anderson 
Outcome: An enhanced appreciation and 
understanding of the political and social heritage of 
Australia for members of the public, through activities 
including the conservation and upkeep of, and the 
provision of access to, Old Parliament House and the 
development of its collections, exhibitions and 
educational programs. 

  
 Department of Climate Change 

Secretary: Dr Martin Parkinson PSM 
Outcome: The well-being of present and future 
generations of Australians is improved by contributing 
to effective national and global responses to climate 
change through policy advice, negotiations and 
program delivery. 

  
 Office of the Renewable Energy Regulator 

Regulator: Mr Amarjot Singh 
Outcome: Increased renewable electricity generation. 
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ADDITIONAL ESTIMATES AND VARIATIONS – PORTFOLIO LEVEL 

The Prime Minister and Cabinet Portfolio is being provided with additional funds to 
meet the following new measures and substantial variations since Budget. 

• The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet: 

– to fund the National Australia Day Council to provide the Australia Day Live 
concert and other Australia Day activities in the national capital 

– to host the Pacific Islands Forum in Australia in August 2009 

– to fund the implementation of Operation Sunlight 

– to fund other departmental operations. 

• Australian National Audit Office: 

– to fund increased scope of audit work required following mergers and 
acquisitions for Australia Post and Medibank Private 

– to fund the implementation of Operation Sunlight 

– to provide Government communications advice. 

• Australian Public Service Commission: 

– to fund the Ethics Advisory Service 

– to participate in the review of government use of information and communi-
cations technology 

– to develop a recruitment advertising policy and website. 

• Office of the Commonwealth Ombudsman: 

– to improve the non-statutory refugee status assessment process. 

• Office of National Assessments: 

– to provide additional funding and to re-phase existing funding for fit-out 
purposes. 

• Old Parliament House: 

– to establish Old Parliament House as an Executive Agency and to enhance its 
education and public programs. 
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